
University of California and USC Medical Schools: Information on Acceptance of Prerequisite Courses 

Taken Abroad 

Note:  Medical school admission requirements vary, so be sure to review the information provided on each 

medical school’s own website and reach out to each school’s admissions office with questions. 

University of California, Davis  

Prerequisite courses must be completed at a US accredited college.  However, if a US university (particularly) a 

UC undergrad school accepts the credit at their institution as an equivalent science course, we will accept it to 

fulfill a prerequisite requirement. 

University of California Irvine 

Thank you for your email. In general, we accept any prerequisite courses completed abroad if they are done 

through the formal process. This would mean that they would need to show up in the U.S undergraduate 

institution transcripts. Additionally, we recommend the Biology and Chemistry prerequisite courses to be 

completed at a U.S accredited institution. 

University of California, Los Angeles 

Admission email didn’t work, but likely will follow USC since they focus on competencies rather than specific 

required courses.  AP credit is also accepted. 

University of California, Riverside  

Thank you for your email. Since we do not accept international degrees, we typically suggest that applicants do 

not complete international courses. However, if the student is enrolled in UCSB, we may be able to accept the 

coursework if it’s from an official study abroad program and the grade is posted on the student’s UCSB degree 

transcript with credit hours on a 4.0 scale. 

All applicants are also encouraged to review the AAMC website for further instructions on entering study 

abroad coursework on their AMCAS application. 

University of California, San Diego 

We accept them! If they transfer over onto their UCSB transcript we wouldn’t need anything else. If they do 

not, they’d have to provide AMCAS with the transcript separately. 

University of California, San Francisco 

Thank you for your email. We do not recommend that applicants take prerequisite coursework abroad.  

University of Southern California 

The Keck SOM MD program does not require any specific coursework* (See website for recommended 

courses.) for application eligibility. The completion of a Baccalaureate degree (in any major) before entering 

our program and the completion of the MCAT are the only requirements for application eligibility. We do not 

have a preference in regards to where your individual coursework is completed. 
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